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Syllabus: English III AP

English Language & Composition

The purpose of this course is to guide students to develop skills of analysis, synthesis, and argument. It is to help students write effectively as they analyze a wide variety of literary texts, engage in close reading and active listening, and explore issues, allowing them to develop and express their own thoughts and perspectives. They should deepen their awareness of rhetoric and how language works. The course will follow the requirements and guidelines of the current AP English Course Description. Students will prepare for the AP English Language and Composition exam.

The course will follow a thematic design. Themes will include:

1. Short Story/Screenplay
2. Characters in Search of Identity
3. Obligations within Society

Within each themed unit students will be required to use standard English grammar, study and develop rich vocabulary, learn to create a variety of sentence structures, and understand the importance of syntax, diction, and tone.

Assessments will consist of essays, tests, quizzes, and daily assignments. Student writing will include a variety of assignment lengths and focus and will proceed through drafts and revisions. Editing assignments will include self-editing and peer-editing activities. Opportunities will be provided for individual writing conferences. Students will work on developing fluency in short writes, timed writings, and process papers. Class lessons will revolve around various forms of discussion, analyses of text, instruction on developing and organizing essays, and practicing AP exam responses, as well as various activities and projects. All papers will be graded holistically.

Sources: McDougal Littell The Language of Literature: American Literature, The Norton Sampler, Everything’s an Argument, They Say, I Say, Quick Takes: Short Model Essays for Basic Composition, Catalyst,2nd ed.,  Short Takes: Model Essays for Composition, Sentence Composing for High School: A Work text on Sentence Variety and Maturity, Models for Writers: Short Essays for Composition, Readings for Writers, 8th ed., and Classroom Instruction that Works: Research-Based Strategies for Increasing Student Achievement, Generations in America: A Collection of Perspectives.

Introduction: Course description from AP English Course Description, Course Objectives, Class Rules and Procedures, Review of Literary Terms and Devices, Review of Close Reading Strategies, Introduction of Vocabulary Lessons, Introduction of Sentence Composing Lessons, Lesson series: Paragraph Focus and Elaboration.

Unit Teaching Strategies/ Activities

1. Quizzes over readings

2. Vocabulary quizzes

3. Close reading/ annotation of readings

4. Discussions

5. Projects
6. Essays: Informative
7. Essays: Argumentative/ persuasive

8. Research paper: Documented Essay

9. AP Test practices
10. In-class time essay writings
UNIT 1 : Short Story/ Screenplay

1. Readings:

a. Poe, Edgar Allen. “The Fall of the House of Usher.”

b. Hawthorne, Nathaniel. “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment.”

c. Faulkner, William. “Rose for Emily.”

d. Fitzgerald, F. Scott. “Winter Dreams.”

e. Rose, Reginald. Twelve Angry Men.

f. Oats, Joyce Carol. “Hostage.”

2. Viewings

a. Viewing #1 – Painting Dejeuner (Luncheon) by Gustave Caillebotte, 1876

i. What mood is created by the darkness of the scene? Also examine the placement of the figures in the scene. What inference can you make about the relationship between the mother and son?

b. Viewing #2 – Painting German Teapot by Charles Warren Mundy

i. While the subject of the painting may be delicate – a porcelain pot, vase, and pink carnation on a silver, mirrored tray – Mundy’s brush technique is not. He creates tension by rendering his subject in bold, decisive strokes. View the painting at a distance and then close up. Evaluate how Mundy’s use of brush strokes affects your perception of the painting.

c. Viewing #3 – Painting Woman in Distress by James Ensor, 1882

i. Describe the atmosphere or mood that Ensor creates through his use of color, his treatment of the drapes, and the pose of the woman.

d. Viewing #4 – Painting Autoportrait by Tamara de Lempicka, 1925

i. What is the pun in the painting’s title? What does the subject’s facial expression reveal about her attitude?

e. Viewing #5 – Illustration of a frustrated young man by Katherine Mahoney, 1987

i. How is the artist able to convey the tense and angry mood of the figure?

4. Collaborative in-class writing (“Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment”): Working in groups of 2 or 3, choose one of the characters and tell the story of his or her earlier years from that character’s perspective.

5. In-class writing response (“Winter Dreams”): Create an alternate ending to the story in which Dexter and Judy eventually reconcile and marry. You could choose to convey this information by having Devlin describe his observations of their relationship to a third party. 

6. Quizzes over readings

7. Class discussions over readings

8. Vocabulary quizzes

9. AP test practice
10. Timed writing: In-class AP essay, Question 1
UNIT 2: Character in Search of Identity

1. On-going journal topic: Is it possible to relive the past?

2. Imitation Exercises: Adjective Clause

3. Readings:

a. Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby

b. Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Were Watching God

c. Parker, Dorothy. “You Were Perfectly Fine”
d. Michie, James. “Dooley Is a Traitor”
4. Quizzes over readings

5. Class discussions over readings

6. Vocabulary quizzes

7. Informative Essay: Gatsby and the American Dream, MLA Citation

8. AP test practice
9. Timed writing: In-class AP essay, Question 2
UNIT 3: Obligations within Society

2. On-going journal topic: What are the limits of freedom?

3. Imitation Exercises: Absolute Phrase

4. Readings:

a. King, Martin Luther. “I Have a Dream.”

b. Thoreau, Henry David. “Civil Disobedience.”

c. King, Martin Luther. “Letter from Birmingham Jail.”

d. King, Martin Luther. From Stride Toward Freedom.

e. Malcolm X. “Necessary to Protect Ourselves.”

f. Moody, Anne. “Coming of Age in Mississippi.”

g. Kennedy, Robert. “On the Death of Marin Luther King”

5. Viewings

a. Viewing #1: The filibuster scene in Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

i. Class discussion to follow
b. Viewing #2 – Three photographs: an anti-nuclear weapons protest, Rosa Parks on a bus, a women’s suffrage demonstration
i. Short writing response/class discussion: How are important ideas represented in these photographs? Compare and contrast the subjects and the action shown in each of the photographs. What emotions are expressed by the crowd in the nuclear protest picture? What message is sent by the photo of Rosa Parks sitting by herself on the bus? Analyze the tall fence in the women’s suffrage photo.
c. Viewing #3 – Three photographs: Martin Luther King in a jail cell at the Jefferson County Courthouse in Birmingham, Birmingham police turning fire hoses on civil rights demonstrators, 1968 civil rights marchers in Memphis passing National Guard bayonets.
i. Short writing response/class discussion: Where was the photographer relative to each picture, assuming there was no zoom lens? How did the photographer’s distance or proximity affect each shot?
d. Viewing #4 – Anne Moody and other sit-in demonstrators being harassed at a lunch counter in Jackson, Mississippi, May 23, 1963.
i. Short writing response/class discussion: Contrast the expressions of the demonstrators and the taunters. Why is the photo a powerful image of the civil rights movement? How does it affect your perception of reality?
6. In-class writing response: How would you compare Thoreau’s views on good citizenship with your own?

7. Take home writing response: What would King have said if he’d had a chance to respond to the clergy who criticized him in a speech on a radio broadcast? Write a speech that would persuade everyone listening to champion King’s nonviolent campaign of civil disobedience to win civil rights.

8. In-class Debate: In resisting oppression, should people use only nonviolent measures, or should they resort to more aggressive measures in certain situations? You must draw upon the ideas and arguments presented by King and Malcom X. Each side will formulate an argument and support it with reasons and examples.

9. Quizzes over readings

10. Class discussions over readings

11. Vocabulary quizzes

12. Persuasive Essay: Defining a Hero (Incorporate readings and viewings from unit), MLA Citation

13. AP test practice
14. Timed writing: In-class AP essay, Question 3
This syllabus will be continually reviewed and revised for time restraints and to remain current.
