

Instructor:  Lois Parker

Campus:  Pampa High School

Room #:  1166  Science Wing

Conference:  8th period  

Email:  lois.parker@pampaisd.net

Work phone:  669.4800
I. Overview of Course

The AP Biology course is a college-level biology course taught in a high school setting.  The three main areas of study include molecules/cells, heredity, and organisms/populations.  In addition, the course will include of advanced level laboratory exercises as recommended by the College Board. Additional exercises will be included to allow a thorough development of the science process skills in preparation to take the College Board’s AP Biology Exam.
II. Student Objectives

This course is designed to provide students with opportunities to 

a. Develop science process skills through wet lab experiences.

b. Help students develop high level thinking skills and logical, interconnected thought processes.

c. Prepare students to successful performance on the AP Biology Exam.

d. Develop an appreciation and respect for life on our planet.

III. Major Activities

*Teacher presentations, student presentations, class discussions, laboratory activities, cooperative group work, computer activities and demonstrations will be used to deliver course content.

*Students are expected to participate in at least one practice exam session given during the latter part of the spring semester.

*Students are strongly encouraged to take the Advanced Placement Biology exam in May.

IV. Minimum Requirements for Course

Students are expected to participate fully in all classroom activities, laboratory activities and to complete all daily assignments with a minimum of 70% accuracy.  Further, students are expected to complete outside readings, homework assignments and laboratory write ups.

V. Grading System:

The standard 80 major: 20% daily ratio will be used in calculating the six weeks grades.  
AP  Grading System  (4 college hours in General Biology each term enrolled).

a. Chapter quizzes.  Theses are from your reading of the chapter and the objectives.  If you are absent these must be made up before the unit test or you will receive a zero on the chapter quiz.

b. Each semester 3 current science articles from reputable science sources (not more that 2 years old) will be written in abstract form and typed.  If from internet, include full website information for my reference.

c. Project grades:  In the spring, you will design and construct an Ecocolumn or mini ecosystem in a plastic bottle.  Also in the spring, groups will present one of the vertebrate body systems.

d. Lab Practicals:  Will be announced.  These will cover lab activities to check for understanding.
VI. Assessment of Student Performance

Student performance will be based on scores obtained on unit tests, laboratory reports, lab practicals, quizzes, projects and practice exams.

VII. Textbooks

McGraw-Hill:  Biology  6th Ed.    2002, Raven & Johnson

The College Board:  Advanced Placement Biology Laboratory Manual,  2001
Good luck this year.  Let’s work together and enjoy the learning experience.

Thanks for choosing to take AP Biology with me,

Mrs. Parker
ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY

Lois Parker/ Pampa High School
2009/2010 COURSE PROJECTIONS
FIRST SEMESTER

FIRST SIX WEEKS

Unit 1
Biochemistry

08/25-09/11

12 days
Chapters 1-3

Unit 2
Cells


09/14-09/23

 8 days

Chapters 5, 6, 7

Unit 3
Cell Respiration
09/24-10/02

 8 days

Chapter 8, 9

SECOND SIX WEEKS

Unit 4
Photosynthesis
10/05-10/14

 7 days

Chapter 10

Unit 5
Cell Division

10/15-10/27

 8 days

Chapter 11, 12

Unit 6 
DNA/Proteins

10/28-11/10

10 days
Chapter 14, 15, 16

THIRD SIX WEEKS

Unit 7
Molecular

11/10-11/23

10 days
Chapters 17, 18, 19

Unit 8
Genetics

11/24-12/11

 9 days

Chapter 13

Review & Midterm

12/14-12/18



SECOND SEMESTER

FOURTH SIX WEEKS

Unit 9 Population Genetics
01/04-01/15

10 days  
Chapters 20, 21

Unit 10 Simple Life Forms
01/18-01/29

10 days
Chapters 32-36

Unit 11 Vertebrates/digestion
02/01-02/11

10 days
Chapters 48, 51

FIFTH SIX WEEKS

Unit 12 Circulation/Immune
02/15-03/05

12 days
Chapters 52, 57

Unit 13 Regulation

03/08-03/24

9 days

Chapters 56, 58

Unit 14 Reproduction

03/25-04/07

8 days

Chapters 59, 60

SIXTH SIX WEEKS

Unit 15 Nervous/Behavior
04/08-04/20

9 days

Chapters 54, 26

Unit 16 Plant Physiology
04/21-05/03

9 days
      
Chapters 37-42

Unit 17 Ecology

05/04-05/07

3 days

Chapters 24, 25, 27

Practice Exam Date

05/05

Review for Exam

Week of 05/03-05/07
   All year…………………..


Advanced Placement Exam
05/10

Prepare for finals

05/24-25



Finals



05/27-05/28

This a tentative schedule that we will try to follow.

Plan for a test on the last day of each unit.
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