
Developmental Writing I

CLARENDON COLLEGE

Division of Business and Technology

Course Name:  ENGL 0301, Developmental Writing I

Credit Hours:  3

Semester: Spring 2009

Classroom Location: Clarendon College, Childress Campus, Room H

Instructor:  Joan Willis

Office Location:  Clarendon College, Childress Campus, Room H
Phone:  940-937-2001
Email:  tigerwillis@wildblue.net

Office Hours:  Monday 7:00-9:30pm
Course Description:  

A continuation of  ENGL 0301.  Development of fundamental writing skills such as idea generation, organization, style, utilization of Standard English, and revision.  Enrollment in this class will be based on test scores.  Particular attention will be paid to the act of essay reading, analysis, interpretation and individual response in the form of a three paragraph essay response, thus developing and heightening student skills.

Statement of Purpose:

This is a developmental course.  It does not meet elective or graduation requirements.  Students are expected to gain a competent awareness of the use of language and composition skills.  Each student should undergo an increased proficiency in reading skills, interpretation of texts, and basic analytical capability.  In addition to responding to reading, students should learn the basics of composition, including sentence structure, correct grammar use, expanded language use, and an increasing awareness of paragraph structuring, essay objectives, rhetoric-based and argumentative skills.   These skills should prepare the students for the passing of the exit test, or THEA, and should thereby in part satisfy the remedial terms of the State of Texas.

Required Instructional Materials:

Textbook:

Feng-Checkett, Gayle. Checkett, Lawrence.  The Write Start With Readings.  New York; Pearson Education, 2005

Olsen, Amy. Interactive Vocabulary. New York: Pearson Education, 2007.

Wiesel, Eli; Night
Other Relevant Materials:

Notebook, pen/pencil

Student Requirements

Student attendance is necessary for success in this course.  

Methods of Instruction

Lecture, videotape, demonstrations, presentations, peer review, readings, internet and e-mail

Course Objectives

All Communication (composition, speech, modern language) courses strive to meet the following Exemplary Educational Objectives as identified by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board:

1.  To understand and demonstrate writing and speaking processes through invention, 

     organization, drafting, revision, editing, and presentation.

2.  To understand the importance of specifying audience and purpose and to select appropriate 

     communication choices.

3.  To understand and appropriately apply modes of expression, i.e., descriptive, expositive, 

     narrative, scientific, and self-expressive, in written, visual, and oral communication.

4.  To participate effectively in groups with emphasis on listening, critical and reflective 

     thinking, and responding.

5.  To understand and apply basic principles of critical thinking, problem solving, and technical 

     proficiency in the development of exposition and argument.

6.  To develop the ability to research and write a documented paper and /or to give an oral 

     presentation.

In addition, the following objectives that are specific to Developmental Writing 0301 classes are:

1.  To develop the fundamental writing skills of idea generation, organization, style, utilization of  

     standard English, and revision;

2  To develop an awareness of the concept of audience in writing;

3.  To develop an appreciation and understanding of the importance of adjusting written and oral 

     communication to the audience;

4.  To recognize various purposes for writing and to demonstrate an ability to write correctly 

     using several different purposes;

5.  To practice using a variety of pre-writing techniques;

6.  To demonstrate understanding of the circular process of writing through revision;

7.  To explore and employ a variety of invention techniques for paragraph and essay 

     development;

8.  To understand the personal nature of writing by using the personal perspective as the basis of 

     essay writing;

9.  To demonstrate correct and sufficient grammar skills through review and practice of sentence, 

     paragraph, and essay writing; and

10.  To develop the skills necessary to achieve a passing score on the reading and/or writing 

     section of the exit test, or THEA

Grading Policies:

The final semester grades will be figured as set in the current catalog:

 86 to 100 = A     70 to 85 = B     S = Making Progress     N = Failing

A student’s final grade will be made available through Campus Connect at Clarendon College’s website.


