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Course Description: This course is a general survey course in American government covering the theories, constitutional issues and concepts of government, politics, public opinion, parties, the U.S Bill of rights, civil rights and liberties, problems and functions of national, state and local governments.

Statement of Purpose: Government 2301 partially satisfies the requirements for the Associates degree at Clarendon College and is designed for transfer to a senior college.

Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of Government 2301, students should be able to 

Comprehend the origins and evolution of the American political culture

Understand democratic institutions, the operations of the three branches of government, political parties, interest groups, public opinion and voting.

Know the key principles of the U.S. Constitution
Have an awareness of the basic concepts of federalism

Recognize the various means of citizen participation

Understand the concepts of civil liberties and civil rights in our society.

Be Familiar with the basic policy issues facing American society both domestic and foreign.

Methods of Instructions: All of the following will be used in the course as a method of instruction:

Lecture- discussion

Assigned reading from texts

Guided collaborative learning

Media Assisted Instruction

Research projects

Class Policies: All make-up work due to absences is the responsibility of the student. Incomplete or missing work will have a detrimental affect on a student’s final grade.

Classroom Conduct

Failure to comply with lawful direction of a classroom instructor is a disruption for all students enrolled in the class. Cheating violations include, but are not limited to: (1) obtaining an examination , classroom activity, or laboratory exercise  by stealing or collusion; (2) discovering the content of an examination , classroom activity, laboratory exercise, or homework assignment  before it is given; (3) using an unauthorized source of information during an examination , classroom activity, laboratory exercise, or homework assignment ; (4) entering an office or building to obtain unfair advantage; (5) taking an examination for another person; (6) completing a classroom activity, laboratory exercise, homework assignment, or research paper for another person;  (7) altering grade records; (8) using any unauthorized  form of electronic communication device during an examination, classroom activity, or laboratory exercise;  (9) Plagiarism.  Plagiarism is the using, stating, offering, or reporting as one’s own, an idea, expression, or production of another person without proper credit.

Grading Policies: 
Tests and Essays  
60% of each 6-weeks grade



      
 Daily work 

40% of 6 weeks grade

 

       
 Semester exam 
25% of semester grade

Late Work

All homework is expected to be turned in at the beginning of the period.  If an assignment is late, a student may turn in that assignment within the next 24 hours. The highest grade a student can make on the late assignment is a 70.  After 24 hours of the original due date, a zero will be recorded in the grade book.  

Tentative Course Outline:

 

Week 1: Foundations of American Government


Project- Establishing a new government

Week 2: The Constitution 

Week 3: Federalism
Exam #1

Week 4: Political Parties


Chart: Comparion of political parties

Week 5-6: Elections and Voting


Project: Campaign

Week 7: Interest Groups and Public Opinion


Research: Interest Group

Exam #2

 Week 8-9: The Legislative Branch


Research/Essay: Member of Congress


Week 10-11: The Executive Branch


Research/ Project- Former President

Week 12: The Judicial Branch


Essay: Supreme Court Justices

Exam #3

Week 13-15: Constitutional Freedoms


Project: Bill of Rights

Week 16: Citizenship


Quiz: Citizenship Test

Week 17: Law in America

Week 18: Public Policies and Services

Final Exam

Note: This is a tentative outline planned for this course, and it may be changed at any time at my discretion.

 
