
Grade essay questions in the Quiz activity 

You can have both objective questions and essay questions in the same Quiz activity. Moodle is set to automatically 

grade objective questions. However, if you also have essay questions in the same quiz, students will not see their quiz 

grade until you have manually graded the essay questions. Once you assign points to the student’s essays, those points 

are automatically added to their quiz grade.  This tutorial will also explain how students can see comments you may 

have left for them about their responses to the essay questions. 

Follow the instructions below to grade essay questions that were part of a quiz activity.  

 

 

        

 

 

  

Click the link to the 
quiz. 

Click Attempts 

Scroll down the screen to this area. 
Click Requires grading to read a 
student’s answer to a specific question 
and be able to make comments and 
provide points (mark). 

To make changes to an essay grade, 
click the grade to make changes. More details about what happens after 

clicking “Requires grading” are on the 

next two pages. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place points earned. 

Your essay question 
appears above each 
student’s response. 

Click to Save points earned 
and comment. 

Student’s response. 

You can drag the window to enlarge 
it or maximize the window to fill 
your screen. 

Click here to grade and provide 
comments to student. 

Place comments to student. 

Scroll back to the bottom 
of the window to see if our 
grade was saved 

Click to close the window to click on the next question that requires 
grading (or just click the next question that requires grading and the 
window will close automatically).. 



 

 

 

What happens after you grade all essay questions 

Points you give a student on the essay question(s) will automatically be added to the student’s points earned on the 

objective questions. Once you have assigned points to all essay questions, students can see their grades in the Moodle 

Gradebook.   

 

  

Note: You do not see the points you saved immediately.  You can 
click the Back button at the top left of your screen, click  Attempts  
again, and the points will appear. 

 

 

 

 

Or you can just go to the next question that requires grading. (All 
points you have given for any student will appear once you click the 
back button and Attempts.) 

The next page in this tutorial shows how students can see your comments and points earned. 

Suggestions to help students:  

In your instructions for the first quiz with essay questions, explain that they won’t see their quiz 

grade until you have graded all of their essay questions. 

Also tell them the Student Tutorials link explains how they can see your comments and points 

earned for the essay questions. 



 

How students see their grades and feedback comments from the instructor 

Students can click the Quiz in their Moodle gradebook >> click Review  >> scroll to see instructor comment below the 

essay question and their response. (Students have the following instructions in their Student Tutorials.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the quiz name 

Click Gradebook  

Click Review 

Click Course Dashboard  


