
Restrict access conditions 

Restrict access choices can be made for any individual resource or activity as well as 

for an entire section of your course. 

 

When you add a new section to your course or add a resource or activity to one of 

your sections, you can decide whether you want to restrict the availability of it based 

on certain conditions such as  

 a date/time when the section or resource/activity becomes available  

 a date/time when the section or resource/activity becomes unavailable 

 whether a certain resource/activity has been marked as being completed 

based on the activity completion choice made for that activity.  

 whether several different resources/activities have been marked as being 

completed. 

 a grade the student obtained on some other activity or on several different 

activities (not often used for college courses) 

 

You can even set multiple conditions for dates, grades, or activity completion settings 

so that ALL conditions have to be met in order for the activity to be made available. 

And you can decide whether students see what the restrictions are by having them 

“grayed out” or whether the section or resource/activity is completely hidden from view 

until the conditions are met. 

Considerations about using Restrict access conditions 

It is certainly good course design to make it clear to your students what they are 

expected to do next, to give good guidance. But do you need to use force? Might it 

not be better to leave students in control of their own learning and just use labels and 

layout, rather than locks and keys to suggest the best path?  

On the other hand, many students are not very disciplined or mature and tend to do 

only the minimum requirements. So if there are some non-graded activities that you 

know will make a big difference in how successful students are with a graded activity, 

should you set them so students have to at least attempt to complete them first? 



Prevent students from completing an assignment AFTER your due date 

This can be tricky, since the wrong choices can prevent students from seeing their grades after 

certain dates. Therefore, it is not recommended that you enable any “Allow access until” dates 

for anything that will be graded or for an entire unit. (We are trying to get Moodle to change 

their programming so this won’t happen, but nothing has been done yet.)  

The following examples demonstrate what you can do so students can still see their grades any 

time after they have been posted. 

Settings for an entire unit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Settings for a quiz: 

This example explains how to prevent students from taking a quiz after your due date and still 

be able to see their grades any time after they are posted 

 

To prevent students from taking the unit exams after a 
certain date, enable the “Open the quiz” and the “Close 
the quiz” dates.  

Do not enable any Restrict Access dates if you have the 
“Allow access from” date enabled for the entire unit. If 
you don’t, then you may want to set the “Allow access 
from” date on the assignment. Do not set the “Allow 
access from” date. 

Settings for an entire unit are accessed by clicking the 
pencil icon below the unit name. 

It is fine to enable an “Allow access from” date for each 
unit. This will control when students will be able to see 
the contents of an entire unit. However, do not  enable 
an “Allow access until” date for your units if there are 
any graded activities in it. 



 

Settings for a Discussion Forum: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Settings for an Assignment activity: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This is the exception since there is no other method to prevent 
students from posting after a due date. Go ahead and enable 
an “Allow access until” date.  

Then after you have graded all of their postings, you can come 
back to it and disable it so they will be able to see their grade 
any time after you have posted it. 

You can enable the due date. Although 
this won’t prevent students from 
submitting after the due date, when you 
grade the assignment you will see when 
students submit the assignment, and 
those submitted after the due date will be 
marked as being submitted late.  

Do not enable the “Allow access until” in 
the Restrict access section. That way 
students will be able to see their grades 
any time after you have posted it. 



The following pages give you recommendations for four common scenarios where 

Restrict access conditions are set. Hopefully, these will help you decide whether to use 

these types of restrictions or not for your own course: 

 

Scenario 1 –  

Restrict all resources and activities for an entire section from being seen until a specific 

date. The section will remain available for the rest of the semester although students 

can choose to close it when they are finished with it. It is set to remain available so 

students can always see any grades they earn by clicking Grades in the Settings block. 

(If you set a date to Allow access until, then students can’t see the grades they made 

for activities completed in that section once that date has passed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Step 1: Click the pencil icon to 
edit the section name and 
settings choices. 

Step 2: In the window that 
appears, set a date to Allow 
access from and Enable it. 

The Allow access until date was not set 
or enabled so students would always 
be able to see any grades they earned 
from this section by going to Grades in 
the Settings block. 

Step 3: After making all 
appropriate choices, click Save 
changes. 

Choose whether to completely hide the 
section until the date set or choose to 
“Show this grayed out with restriction 
information.” Best choice is to “Show 
this grayed out” so students can see 
the restriction information and know 
why the section is not available yet. 



Scenario 2: 

Restrict an entire section from becoming available until students have completed 

certain activities in the previous section, such as an objective exam that is 

automatically graded. (Consider what will happen if a student doesn’t take the exam 

so the next section won’t ever open up.) 

In this example, Unit 4 is grayed out and unavailable until students receive a grade for 

Exam 1 in the previous section (Unit 3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To make the restrict access condition 
work correctly, the Activity completion 
condition in the Exam 1 window had to 
be set so it would be marked as 
complete when students received a 
grade upon completing the exam. 

Next, click the pencil icon for the Unit 4 
section so the restrict access condition 
could be set for this section. 

For the Restrict access condition for 
Unit 4, set it to be restricted until Exam 
1 is marked complete. 

This is what it would look like to 
students. They would see the restrict 
access condition for the next unit. It 
would become available as soon as 
they receive a grade for Exam 1 in the 
previous unit. 

If desired, you can set several activities 
to have to be marked complete before 
this section would become available. 
By default, there are two conditions 
available, but you can click the green 
button to add more activity conditions 
to the form. 



Scenario 3: 

Restrict graded activities from becoming available until students have completed 

certain learning activities. 

In this example, the two assignments under the Major Graded Activities label won’t 

become available until students have completed the 3 online lessons under the 

Learning Activities label. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each of the 3 online lessons have 
questions in them that students must 
answer. The questions are automatically 
graded. In the Activity completion 
conditions for each of the online lessons, 
they are set to be marked as complete 
when students receive a grade. 

Each of the 2 assignments have Restrict 
access conditions set so they are 
completely hidden from students until 
each of the 3 online lessons are marked 
as complete. 
 
Note: I’m logged in as a teacher for this 
example. That is why you see the 
restrictions grayed out instead of 
completely hidden. 

Here is an example of the Activity 
completion settings for one of the online 
lessons. 

Here is an example of the Restrict access 
conditions set for one of the 
assignments. 

This choice causes the assignment to be 
completely hidden from students until 
the conditions are met. 



Scenario 4: 

This is a more advanced scenario where students might complete a lower or more 

advanced lesson based on their quiz results.  

In this example students are required to undertake 4 tasks in a precise order. According 

to their score in a quiz, the fourth task - a Moodle lesson – is set so students complete 

either a lower or more advanced level lesson. They must  

 view a webpage explaining the course  

 post an introductory message in a forum  

 take a quiz  

 move onto a lesson tailored to their performance in the quiz.  

Here is the teacher view.  

 

Task 4 is two lessons - either at level 1 (basic) or level 2 (advanced).  

 

If the student scores less than 50% in the quiz they do Level 1; if they score more, they do 

Level 2. In the Level 1 lesson, the "Restrict Access" section is set such that students can 

only access it if they get under 50% in the quiz. 

 

The Level 2 lesson has the "Restrict access" section such that students can only access it 

if they get 50% or more:  
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